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| 
professional experts. ‘The present examination in 


EDITORIAL NOTES. 
—_—_—— _Latin (limited to the First and Second Books of 


What is the right thing to do when the profession | Caesar) is no test at all. It simply indicates that a 
at av Annual General Meeting passes a resolution ? | an who passes it may be able to distinguish be- 
When the resolution is in favour of some action of | tween Latin and sume other language. The pro- 
the Council we should expect the ruling body to. posed examination in either Latin, French or Ger- 
give speedy practical effect to it. When the resolu. ™an_will require knowledge enough to translate 
tion is in opposition to the action of the Council we | the language. ‘There seems to be an idea that 
have a right to expect them to very carefully re-| Latin is necessary to a Veterinary Surgeon because 
consider the matter, even if they do not give effect to it, | many scientific words are derived from it. If 
The resolution concerning a'New Charter, which was | this argument has any strength it is one which 
carried in opposition to the action of the Council, |™ay be used with greater force in favor of Greek 
must not be allowed to pass away unheeded. It|® language which supplies to Science three times 
calls upon the Council “ to consider the advisability | & many words as Latin. 





of taking steps, etc.” Now the Council have ex- | 
pressed their opinion that it is wot advisable, and | 
we cannot expect them to stultify themselves by | 
suddenly turning round with a confession that they 


were wrong but have quite altered their opinions. | 
Such sudden conversions are accepted only with | 
contempt and suspicion. We must give time. we | 


must allow a little for the conventionalities and 
proprieties of life. Let the gentle wind of public 


opinion blow a little longer and the vane will | 


naturally point in the direction of least resistance. 


The profession might even, if necessary, assist the | 
Council by demanding a Special General Meeting | 


No one disputes that some knowledge of Latin 
is useful to a Veterinary Student. That is not 
the question. What we have to decide is whether 
'an insignificant knowledge of Latin should be con- 
sidered of greater value than a practical acquaintance 


'with French or German, There are no Veteri- 
jnary books written in Latin; there are many 
written in French and German, If a boy learns 


a modern language his knowledge is practically 
available, if a boy learns Latin--and he never 
does this in an English school up to the time he 
is sixteen—-itis merely a luxury which enables him 
to enjoy some old classical author. 


to consider the advisability of taking steps to obtain | 


a New Charter. This would afford an opportunity | 


for testing the unanimity of opinion as to the 
various reasons for a New Charter. Many want a 


New Charter, but not all for the same reasons. We 
must have a clear expression of feeling by a clear | 
majority before we apply to the Privy Council to_ 


alter the jJegal documents which now guide and 
regulate all our proceedings. 

Another Resolution passed at the Meeting was 
that Latin should be made an obligatory subject at 
the matriculation examination. Latin is now an 


obligatory subject but in the proposed revised scheme | 


astudent has a choice between Latin, French or 


German. The revised scheme is founded upon the | 
advice given the College by the Royal College of 


Preceptors. This body is supposed to know as 
much about education and teaching as we know 
about horse-doctoring. If one of the practitioners 
who voted for Latin were employed by a school- 
master to prescribe for a cow and after diagnosing 
the case as one of Parturient Apoplexy, were told 
by the owner that it was Bronchitis, he would 
resent the temerity and laugh at the ignorance. 
Possibly the College of Preceptors may also smile 
at the 45 latinists who know better how to examine 
and what should be taught to students than the 


Under the able and energetic presidency of Mr, 
Briggs “The Yorkshire” is fast taking a leading 
position amongst the Veterinary Associations. In 
the report of their meeting, which we print this 
week, is a discussion on a most important and 
interesting question—the expediency of forming a 
New Defence Society. The old Society only consists 
‘of twenty or thirty members and their proceedings 

are not brought prominently before the profession. 
Their entry fee is prohibitive and their methods of 
defence not always such as to gain general approval. 
“That a Defence Society is necessary everyone 
grants ; that it should not be a local affair seems to be 
_evident—nor should we divide our small forces into 
two or more rival bodies. 

The Yorkshiremen clearly mean business, and if 
the old Society are not prepared fora radical change 
we shall soon have a New Defence Society. Mr. 
Greaves, who speke at the meeting, is the leading 
spirit of the old Society, and displayed his usual 
diplomatic skill. He cleverly defended his prot¢yé, 
and when he found that the entrance fee was abso- 
‘lutely unacceptable judiciously promised that it 
would be re-considered, and hinted that even more 
alterations might be permitted sooner than allow a 
split in the camp. We sincerely hope a mutual 
| agreement may be arrived at. 
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CASES AND ARTICLES. 


THE ECRASEUR AND THE CASTRATION OF 
HORSES. 

When reading an article upon this subject recently, 
wherein the author recommends the actual cautery 
in preference to any other method used in castration, 
I thought, considering the importance of this subject 
to the profession at this particular season, that I 
might hazard my experiences with the ecraseur. 

I was assistant during the past three years to a 
gentleman who castrates on an average over a hun- 
dred horses of all ages every year, and last year he 
and I operated on very close upon two hundred. 

This gentleman at one time used the cautery, but 
his results were so unsatisfactory that he had to 
leave it off. The next method he tried was by the 
clams which he continued using for about six years, 
and his results were generally very good. How- 
ever, as there was a lot of extra trouble in getting 
them taken off, &c., after talking the matter over 
with me, he determined to try the ecraseur, which 
he did four years since, and from then until the 
present time he has used no other means. 

He has had most pleasing results with it, having 
castrated about five hundred horses since his first 
trial, and he has only had a single death out of them 
all, that being from Tetanus in a three years old 
colt, which set in about fourteen days after the 
operation, 

After operating we sometimes have a little bleed- 
ing, but very seldom of any consequence. If the 
weather is favourable, and the colts have been on 
the grass, they can be turned out and allowed to 
remain there without taking them in at night or 
troubling about them in any way. 

As regards the operation itself, it is very simple, 





having the colts secured, 1 uncover the testicles and | 


either remove the two at once, or singly (the latter 
being the method we used), by turning the handle 
pretty quickly when the whole operation need not 
last above a couple of minutes. We then poured a 
little carbolic oil into the cuts and unfastened the 
colt. 

“A Youna Pracrirroner.” 


DIPHTHERIA IN SHEEP. 
By H. Crorrs, m.R.0.v.s. 

On the 29th April, I was requested to see five 
sheep that were unwell and off their feed, and also 
to examine the carcases of two sheep that had 
recently died. ‘The symptoms in the five sheep 
were swellings between the lower jaws. slight 
(apparently) catarrhal discharge from nostrils, very 
dull, mostly lying down, rapid loss of flesh, almost 
total loss of appetite, and in one case paralysis of 
hind extremities. 

On examiningthe mouth, from the velum palati 
extending along the roof of the mouth for about 
four inches were a number of small spots—ulcera- 
tions. After examining these sheep suffering from 


| 
the disease, I made post-mortem examination, and 


first examined all the internal organs, but failed to 


find any trace of disease. I then proceeded to 
examine the larynx, here the parts were free from 
disease, but on the posterior nares, velum palati and 
hard palate extending forward to the third molar 
were numerous ulcerations, the velum palati being 
‘the part most diseased, having upon it thediphtheritic 
formations. Having discovered the nature of the 
disease I communicuted the fact to the owner and 
‘was not long in discovering the cause. 

This flock of ewes was pastured in a certain field 
in which there was a large heap of farmyard manure, 
in this manure the carcases of three sheep had been 
buried some few weeks. The liquid from the 
manure heap had collected around the sides, and the 
owner had seen the sheep drinking this fluid. 

The teg flock, pastured on another part of the 

'farm, were quite healthy. 

There may have been cases of this kind affecting 
sheep previously reported, but I have not seen any, 
which is my excuse for reporting this outbreak. 

At the present time there are three sheep still 
affected with the disease. 

I prescribed pot. chlorate. 

deaths seven. 


Total number of 








PLEURO-PNEUMONIA IN CUMBERLAND. 





Not many counties have established a more un- 
enviable reputation for the constant repetition of 
outbreaks of “ pleuro” than Cumberland. It is 
impossible to trace the cause of this to importation 
from Ireland or to importation from neighbouring 
counties. It must, therefore. be due to some con- 
dition inherent to the county. 

The Local Authority seems to have done its duty, 
and the Chief Veterinary Inspector is zealous in 
endeavouring to stamp out the disease. There are 
two theories which might possibly explain the 
peculiarly unfortunate state of Cumberland stock— 
first, that the animals have a special predisposition 
to the disease ; second, that the owners of the stuck 
do not recognise the malady as soon as it is evident 
to ordinary observers i:: other parts of the Kingdom. 
Against the first hypothesis it may be said that 
science has not ‘yet recognised any special predis- 
posing cause in Cumberland or elsewhere. Against 
the second is the fact that the Border-men are not 
fools, and that the veterinarians of the district are 
generally supposed to be extra special experts on 
cattle diseases. In some districts when ~“ pleuro” 
has not yielded to the compulsory slaughter order, 
it has been found that owners of stock thought it to 
their advantage not to report cases when they saw 
‘them, but to quietly kill and bury the affected 
animal and inoculate the rest. Of course such 4 
breach of the law would not be tolerated in Cumber- 
land. Such a proceeding has always, in the long 
/run, one inevitable effect, viz., to increase the cost 
to the ratepayers of stamping out, and we can there- 
| fore hardly think it would be adopted in a district 


| where the farmers are cautious and economical. To 
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the man who farms and deals there is a great temp- to report,” but of neglecting to attain a proper 


tation to avoid having his place declared infected, 
but we do not know of any circumstance to which 
this would apply in Cumberland. The cause is 
shrouded in mystery, and guessing will not enlighten 
us. 
In the West Cumberland Times of May 7th, we 
find a long report of charges of concealing pleuro- 
pneumonia, but a perusal of them will not guide the 
unprofessional mind in unravelling the mystery, 
because neither charge was sustained in the court 
of justice. The judicial decision was that the 
charges were not proved. To the professional mind, 
however, the cases are both intelligible and 
suggestive. 

The first is the Mealo Hill case in which a Mr, 
Wilson was defendant. The first witness was Mr. 
Harker, a butcher, who deposed to having bought 
acow on December 28th from the defendant. He 
slaughtered the animal and “buried the lungs 
because he had no use for them.” These lungs 
were afterwards found buried in a field about three- 
quarters of a mile from the butcher’s house, and 
ceitified by verterinary surgeons to be affected with 
* pleuro,” 


The next witness, Supt. Brown, of Wigton, said he 
received a report from Mr. Wilson, on January 7th, that 
he had a cow ailing ; but he could not say what it was 
that ailed the animal; he had Mr. Thompson, V.S., 
examining the cattle that day, and expected word by the 
train, when he would acquaint witness with the result. 
Afterwards he saw Mr. Wilson, who said that Mr. 
Thompson had reported that he suspected three cows 
were affected with pleuro. In company with Mr. 
Thompson and Mr. Bell, veterinary surgeons, witness 
visited Mealo Hill, when one of the cows was certified as 
being affected with pleuro-pneumonia and slaughtered. 
He then served Mr. Wilson with the usual notice, and 
declared Mealo Hill an infected district. 

The next witness, Mr. Bell, M.R.C.V.S., chief veterinary 
inspector of the County Authority, gave evidence as to 
his visit at Mealo Hill on the 8th of January. In the 
result of his examination he found five animals in the 
active stage of pleuro-pneumonia, and thought some of 
the other animals appeared to show symptoms of the 
early stage of the disease, and some as though of old 
standing, 
cattle slaughtered, and was very ready to give informa- 
tion. Mr. Wilson gave him carte blauche to examine all 
his cattle, but he did not do so at his first visit, as Mr. 
Wilson said they were all right. Subsequently he 
examined all the cattle after they were killed. 
one were affected with pleuro, fifteen with tuberculosis, 
four with old cysts, and the rest were free. While the 
cysts are perfect there is no fear of infection ; but the 
cysts were liable to break at any time; the oldest cyst 
might have been four months old—In further reply to 


Mr. Hodgson, Mr. Bell said the disease did not spread | 


rapidly, and he would conclude that if there were 4 large 
number infected, the disease had been on the farm a 
long time, 
on Mr, Wilson’s premises. 


Mr. Wilson was anxious to have one of the | 


Thirty- | 


They found the disease in all the buildings | 


The magistrates, without hearing witnesses for 


the defence, decided that the prosecution had not 
proved their case. 

The second is the Newlands case in which Isaac 
Dickinson is charged with failing to report the 


| 
| 


{ 


knowledge of the condition of his animals by calling 
| in a veterinary surgeon. 


Supt. Brown gave evidence as to receiving the mes- 
sage from the first witness, and going to Newlands on 
the 27th January with Mr. Donald, V.S., Wigton, the 
inspector. On examination three of the cattle were 
certified as suffering from pleuro, and two as being sus- 
picious cases. In conversation Dickinson said he 
had bought three at Wigton on the 12th and one on the 
29th November, and he attributed the outbreak of the 
pleuro to these cattle. When he-got them home one of 
them appeared to be sutfering from over-driving, and he 
gave it linseed oil. Of the five first certified one was 
bought at Wigton, and the others were home-bred.— 
Cross-examined by Mr, Watson, witness said Mr, Dickin 
son answered his enquiries in a straightforward manner. 

Mr. Joseph Donald, M.R.C.V.S., Wigton, inspector 
under the Local Authority, gave evidence as to ex- 
unining the infected cattle, and certifying as to their 
condition, and also as to the conversation that took 
place between Supt. Brown and Mr. Dickinson, One of 
the cattle was slaughtered on the 28th, and subsequently 
all the rest of the animals were slaughtered. They found 
seven chronic or encysted cases and eleven acute cases, 
two of which were very recent. There were eighteen 
cases altogether. From the appearance of the animal 
first slaughtered the disease might have existed ten days 
or a fortnight ; but he would not wish the Bench to 
think that the symptoms were visible for that time. The 
visible symptoms were a cough, quick breathing, hair 
standing, and “ off their feed.” The five animals which 
showed an abnormal rise of temperature were subjected 
to further examination, and slaughtered. In all animals 
which did not show an abnormal temperature they only 
made a general examination, 

Cross-exaimined by Mr. Watson, Witness said it was 
by no means certain that 36 cattle were not diseased. 

Mr. Bell, chief veterinary inspector for the Local 
Authority, deposed to examining 42 animals at Newlands 
on the 28th Janaury, and finding six diseased. One was 
put down that day, and five were kept alive until valued 
by the county valuer, The disease might have been in 
existence from fourteen to sixteen days. Seven of the 
animals had old cysts. One of these seven was pur- 
chased at Wigton, which Mr. Dickinson said was ill soon 
after he purchased it. One was a blue-grey cow which 
had a most advanced cyst, and must have had the disease 
for not less than three months before. 

The Bench, without hearing any witnesses for the 
defence, decided that the charge was not proved. 

Lucky farmers! Learned magistrates! If ever 
we should be owners of a herd of thirty or forty 
animals to which for any reason we found it ad- 
visable to call in an inspector, and the experts then 
discovered — say  five-and-twenty suffering from 
*pleuro” in all stages, we earnestly hope we may 
be resident in Cumberland. 


THE DUAL APPOINTMENT. 
By R. C. Irvine, rF.n.c.v.s. 


Only one more vote was wanting at the Annual 
Meeting to have carried the resolution, “That the 


dual appointment is wrong in principle.” The 
question may therefore now be considered within 


the range of practical politics. | believe I am right 


existence of disease. He was not accused of “ having | also in saying that every oue of the new members of 
a guilty knowledge,” nor of “ having wilfully failed | Council are prepared to support some change in this 
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direction. Probably no member will be found to | voted in favour of any one of the questions which a 
offer even an apology for the existing arrangement large majority of the profession consider the most 
by which a Councilman has the power to vote for important. 

his own election to a paid office, and also the power, Now let us view the question from another point. 
to sit in judgment upon himself should any fault be, How many of the nine are indispensable as 
found with the Examining Board. The anomaly of | Examiners? In other words, Are there any we 
the position is acknowledged, but the excuse is made | could not replace by as good a man ? I do not say by 
that it cannot be altered without a new charter, and | a better because it is not necessary for my argument. 
that the compulsory separation of the two appoint- | If we can find as good, then clearly their delegation 
ments would injure the profession by depriving it| to another duty would not injure the profession. 
of the services of able men willing to accept both '1 venture to express the opinion that Fleming on 
positions. A careful enquiry into the composition | Anatomy. Pritchard on Diseases of the horse, and 


of the Council and the Examining Board, and the | 
way in which dual officers have done their work, | 
will help us to arrive at a conclusion on this matter. 
The Court of Examiners consists of twenty mem. | 
bers, sixteen of whom are veterinary surgeons. Of | 
this number no less than nine are on the Council. | 
How have they attended their duties? 1 believe | 
none have neglected their paid appointments, The _ 
whole nine might have attended a total of 72 
Council meetings—they have only attended 36. | 
Their average attendances each are four Councils | 
and four Committees. This attendance shows that 
they have not as a body (although there are some 
individual exceptions) attended well to the wnpaid | 
duties and that if other men had held their places 
we might have had very much more service from | 
them. | 

The Examiners who are also Councilmen are :— 

T. H. Simcocks T. Campbell W. Woods 
G. Fleming W. Pritchard W. Duguid 
J. R. Cox H. Simpson b. Cartledge 

The voluntary attendances of one of these gentle- | 
men is for the whole year nil; of two others twice 
each. They might certainly have been dispensed 
with as Councilmen without loss to the profession. 
One other gentleman has never been elected by the 
profession, but is selected by his colleagues as a 
vice-president. Surely such a selection is unneces- 
sary in the face of the loudly expressed wishes of a 
majority of the profession. 

If a man accepts a double duty he should fulfil 
it—he should not hold an office which he neglects | 
and from which he keeps out another man. The | 
electors who think the dual office is right shonld 
note the attendances of their representatives, and, 
when there is clear evidence of negligence, take 
care that their next voting paper does not encourage 
personal vanity at the expense of the profession. 

The next question is. Supposing plurality of | 
oftices were forbidden, what loss should we have | 
sustained ? Looking back on the list of Examiners. 
and considering their attendance at Council meetings, 
it is not too much to say that, with the exception of 
Fleming, Cox, Pritchard, and Sir Henry Simpson, 
we could easily and worthily replace by many other 
men in the profession, all the others. Jam willing 
to acknowledge that the four named could not be so 
easily replaced. They have had a long and varied 
experience, they are all highly intelligent and good 
business men. But even allowing all this their 


| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 


loss to Council by being retained only as Examiners | 
would not be irreparable. They are all strictly con- 
servative men, and so far as I know have not yet 


| 
| 


replacing. 
‘good men, but we can find quite a number of men 


“ANNUAL 


Duguid, on Diseases of the other domestic animals, 
are the only men any difficulty would be found in 
Many of the other Examiners are very 


easily their equal on each subject. 

The abolition of the dual appointment then would 
have no more injurious effect than to deprive the 
Council of Fleming and Pritchard, and confine them 
to the Examination tables. Professor Dugaid would 
be a loss as an Examiner, he would not be a loss to 
the Council. This would be our total loss. Our 
gain would be nine new men on the Council who 
could attend their duties with a single eye, and do 
justice to the reports of the Examiners when any 
point arose for consideration. 


THE FORTY-SEVENTH 
MEETING OF THE PROFESSION. 
By Tuomas Greaves, F.R.C.V.S. 

Yes. the meeting is over! the element of turbu- 
Jence and disorder was early indicated. The dis- 
cussion which followed was characterized by the 
same unseemly tactics. and spirit manifested by one 
or two members who made themselves so obnoxions 
to the meeting and to the Profesion during the last 
two or three Annual Meetings, although our esti- 
mable President did all he could in his Gentlemanly 
amiable, and concilliatory manner to confine the 
discussion to legittimate limits, still the ingenuity of 
this small faction found various pretexts and side 


issues to make speeches full of spite and malice 
-against the action of the Council in general and 
some individual members in particular, they carried 


their enmity and spite to such disgracefull length 


‘the President had repeatedly to call the members of 


this small faction to order, and to stop them in their 
vindictive and disecreditable insinnuations, to such 
an extent did they carry their malignant feelings 
and made such monstrous statements that there 
arrose a storm of indignant shouts from the whole 
meeting assembled, such as I have never heard be- 
fore at any annual meeting I have ever attended. I 
wonder every member of Council supported by every 
loyal memher did not rise as one man to repel the 
fiendish and unjust accusations made against one of 
the most distinguished respected and deserving 


'members of their body, and at once and forever put 


a stop to such disreputable, disgraceful ——- 

. ° ° - . ¢ ritue 
This faction forgot, if they ever knew, that * rf 
peration and abuse is no argument. I'he member: 
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of Council could not, and would not mix in this 
rowdyism. 
useful purpose, but will be sure to lower the charac- 
ter of our profession, dragging it down into the 
utter by their low, vulgar and abusive language. 
The members of Council are representitives of the 
whole profession. They possess the respect and the 
confidence of the- whole profession or they would 
not be elected, they are the sole depository of power 
and authority and they strive to use it right! As 
the election is by universal suffrage, every man is 
actuated by the purest, highest and most earnest 
desire todo everything he can for his Profession’s 
good, The annual meeting is held for the sole pur- 
pose of giving an opportunity for the Councill to 
give an account of their stewardship, to lay before 
the profession the business done during the preceed- 
ing 12 months, and for the meeting to receive, dis- 
cuss, and adopt their report, but to lower the tone 


of debate, to import into it the veriest Billingsgate | 


language for mere personal spite was never intended 
by our charter, and ought to be at once most ener- 
getically condemned by every right thinking man, 
every lover of his profession. 

I have been a member of Council for nearly 30 
years, 1 can remember those eminent and able 
men Messrs. Turner, Mavor, Senr., Feild, Senr.. 
Professors Sewel, Spooner, John Wilkinson, John 
Lawson, and many others who were Gentlemen in 
the truest sence of the word, they were able and 
generous, always anxious and earnest in the welfare 
of the profession always doing their best to raise its 
status and enhance its usefullness; but when I com- 
pare the council of that date with the council of 
this date, compare the life-long service and labour 
of that indomitable distinguished man Dr, Fleming 
to raise our profession, and with him that other 
worthy and distinguished man Professor Williams 
whose works side by side are the standard re- 
ference works throughout the entire Veterinary 
reading population of the world, with whom 
nv English predecessor can compare, we have also 
in the council General Sir Frederick Fitzwygram 
whose generous prizes of one hundred guineas given 
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annually out of a pure desire to excite in the minds | 


of students a stimulous to study, and become better 


and abler men; Sir Hy. Simpson, Messrs. Professors | 


Pritchard, Brown, Robertson, McCall, Axe, Walley, 
Pemberthy and many others. I have no hesitation 
whatever in saying we have the strongest councill 
at the present time we ever had, and our court of 
Examiners are the strongest and ablest we ever 
possessed. 

The work of the quarterly meetings of Council] is 
regularly increasing. ©The number of students are 
yearly increasing. The funds of the College now 
amount toa sum never reached before. The debt 
on the college is paid off and the college is now our 


own property, and yet these ungenerous traducers | The P 
and there 


| Edinburgh ; 


can find nothing but fault with everything we do. 
Some of our members of council have done athousand 
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At the annual meeting this year, the voice of the 


ry . . . . . . 
lhese beargarden scenes answers no profession was spoken in no hesitating, or faltering 


tone. ‘The majorities of votes have elected those 
members who are known to be in favor of the dual 
appointment, and also in favor of the 9th clause. it 
was the same last year, and the year before. Dr. 
Fleming who holds the dual appointment (and this 
every member of the profession knew at the time) 
was elected by the profession by a larger number of 
votes than was ever recorded for a candidate either 
before or since, even the humble writer of this 
article who it was well known ‘was strongly in favor 
of the dual appointment, and also the 9th clause 
received votes placing him next in number to the 
Doctor. Then came Professor Williams next who is 
well known to be in favor of the dual appoinment, 
if not also the Yth clause. ‘This was the voice of 
the Profession legittimately expressed in 18588, and 
yet this small faction not only insults and abuses 
the members of council but inferentially also 
the constituencies who sent them, 

This ignoble conduct at the annual meeting, is a 
professional calamity, and must be put down, would 
it not be much better, and much more creditable to 
all concerned if these men would cease theit course 
invectives, get into another groove, and use every 
endeavour to assist the council in adopting mea- 
sures to benefit and rise our noble profession? I 
call for this settlement in the interests of my pro- 
fession, | have a right to ask it. 

When we occasionally hear men speaking against 
the dual appointment and the Yth clause, and de- 
cried the laudable objects, and the spirit that ac- 
tuated the council ard the profession at the time it 
was applied for, ignoring the fact that the dual 
members are appointed because they posses the best 
talent, and that the profession is vastly the gainer 
by such appointments, and ask for a new charter to 
have all this reversed. I say when I hear men thus 
quibbleing I cannot help likening it to that adver- 
tisement of Pears Soap where an infant prodigy 1s 
sprawling on all fours, crying, a big tear rolling 
down its cheek, and it is said “ He wont be happy 
till he gets it.” * He wont be happy till he gets it.” 

Our recollection ‘of the meeting is so opposed to the des 
cription given by Mr. Greaves that we decided to take no 
responsibility for his communication, even to the printing, 
so submitted a proof for correction. It now stands exactly 


_as he wrote it and as he approves it.—K». 


VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETIES. 


YORKSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The spring quarterly meeting of this Association was 


| held on Friday, April 25th, at the Queen’s Hotel, Leeds. 


resident, Mr. A. W. Briggs, occupied the chair, 
were also present, Professor W. Williams, 

Messrs. J. M. Axe, Doncaster; G. W. 
‘arter, Keighly ; Thos. Greaves, Manchester ; 5S, Long 


times more for the profession than they have done | hurst. 10th Hussars, York : G. E. Bowman, A. W. Mason, 


all put together, some of these traducers have done | and ’A, McCarmick, Leeds ; 


Tnomas Pratt, Ripon: 


nothing, so far as I know. absolutely nothing for | Henry Cooper, Huddersfield ; John Appleyard and A. 
the benefit of the profession. 


E. Hanson, Halifax; Jas. Cooke, Scarborough ; Sam 
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Chambers, Kirkbeaton ; Philip Deighton, Riccall, York ; | 
E. H. Scott and J. Atcherley, Harrogate; Jas. W. | 
Wooding, Shipley ; W. Lodge, Dewsbury ; Benj. Smith, | 
Barnsley ; G. E. Pickering and H. Suarry, York; G. | 
Scott, Scarborough ; D. Spilman, Ripon ; Joe Clarkson, | 
Garforth ; R. A. Philp, Hull ; Geo. Whitehead, Batley ; 
T.S. Mason, Fountains Hall, (visitor) ; J. E. Scriven, 
Tadcaster (hom. treasurer) ; and W. F. Greenhalgh, Leeds 
(hon. sec.) 


NEW MEMBERs. 

Mr. P. Deighton nominated Mr. McLaren ; Mr. Scott 
(Harrogate), Mr. Thompson of Harrogate ; Mr. Spilman, 
Mr. Jonathan Ringrose, of Weaverthorp ; and Mr. Jas. | 
Cooke, Scarborough, by Mr. Greaves, as members of the 
Association. 

On the motion of the Honorary Secretary, Mr. Philp, 
of Hull, was elected a member of the Association. 

APOLOGIES. 

The Honorary Secretary announced that apologies for 
non-attendance had been received from Mr. Hardie 
(York) and Mr, W. Longhurst (Hull). 

THE ELECTION OF THE COUNCIL. 

The Prestpent.—Gentlemen, you will remember that 
at the special meeting we had here in Leeds—that 
meeting will long be memorable in the annals of this 
Association—I introduced the name of Mr. Trigger. 
Now, the Midland Counties Association, the Lancashire 
Association and our own Yorkshire Association, in past 
years have worked together in order to carry our own 
candidates in the election of members of the Council of 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. This year 
Mr. Trigger’s name was proposed by the Midland | 
Counties Association, and at our last meeting, you will 
remember, a letter was read from him requesting that 
this Association would support his candidature, and 
stating his views, especially with regard to the much- 
debated 9th Clause. On the conditions of the views he 
then expressed and the promises he then made with 
regard to the 9th Clause we decided to support his can- 
didature, in conjunction with the Midland Counties and | 
the Lancashire Associations, and to endeavour to secure 
his return as a member of the Council. Some time 
elapsed then, but at length I received a letter from Mr. 
Trigger in which he announced that he had modified his 
views on this salient point, Mr. Greenhalgh, our hon. | 
secretary, received « communication from the Midland 
Counties Association on the subject of this alteration in 
his views, and, as it had become quite evident that Mr. 
Trigger had seen fit to change his opinions and inten- | 
tions with regard to the 9th Clause, I advised our Hon. 
Secretary to have nothing further to do with the matter. 
| am now in the peculiar position that I may have done 
right or wrong in so giving that advice. I was at the 
«wnnual meeting, recently, of the Lancashire Association, 
and Mr. Trigger was there also, and Mr. Wolstenholme, 
of Manchester, put a pertinent and direct question to 
Mr. Trigger, whose reply was to the effect that if the | 
money for the new Charter was forthcoming he would | 
vote for rescinding the 9th Clause. | 

Mr. Greaves.—I remember that. 

The Prestpent.—Since then Mr. Trigger has modified | 
his views so far as this 9th Clause is concerned, and his | 
views might meet our views provided it came into 
operation at once, but Mr. Trigger has modified his 
original promise by this condition—until the new Char- 
ter is obtained. The Hon. Secretary of the Midland 
Counties Association has written to me pointing out 
that we in Yorkshire had worked with them year by 
year in the past, accepting one another’s candidates 
without questioning their views, and urging upon you 
and upon me that we should still support Mr. Trigger. 
[ sent that gentleman a reply in which I expressed the 
opinion and the hope that the time had gone by for 
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candidate for the Council merely because he was the 
nominee of any other Veterinary Medical Association. 
(Hear, hear.) In view of that state of circumstances | 
took it upon me to address our respected colleague, Mr. 
G. Carter, our own unsuccessful candidate last year, in 


the hope of inducing him to once more enter the field as 


a candidate for membership, but I regret to say he has 


' refused. 


Mr. Greaves.—With reference to Mr. Trigger, who it 
appears is the only candidate spoken of at the present 
time, so far as we are concerned, I can assure you that 
he is a very worthy gentleman, and one who, I think, 
would make a very efficient and judicious member of the 
new Council; I venture to express the hope that this 
Yorkshire Association will give him its support. But 
with reference to his present views on the important 
subject which has been mentioned, although I was the 
individual who proposed that he should be a candidate, 
[ am bound to say that I do not entertain the same 
views which he has done on the question of the 9th 
Clause. Most of you, I think, know that I am in favour 


of it, and that I am in favour of the dual appointments, 


[ am in favour of these because I have seen how the 
work has been done, and I am satisfied that the best 
men we have, or some of them, are those who hold or 
have held the dual appointments. They are gentlemen 
who always have taken as deep an interest in the pro- 
fession to which we belong as anyone should do, The pro- 
fession, I hold, so far from being injured by the action of 
the dual clause, has on the contrary been greatly benefitted 
by it. We know quite well that those who are members 
of the Council and those who combine with it the 


responsibilities of Examiners, hold those eminent posi- 


tions because of undoubted abilities that they have 
displayed. They are of the highest possible standing in 
their profession, they are gifted with the highest educa- 
tional capacity, and have had enormous experience, 
and I say, unhesitatingly, that if the system of dual 
appointments is destroyed the Council will be the loser, 
the whole profession will be placed at a disadvantage, 
and the Examining Board will be deprived of much of 
the confidence which it enjoys. Men such as Dr. 
Fleming and Sir Henry Simpson hold both positions, 


-and who will not admit that they do so with credit to 


themselves and with honour to the profession. (Ap- 


_plause.) And I tell you, gentlemen, that I am in favour 
_—strongly in favour—of the dual appointments. 


It has 


a tendency to raise the dignity of the profession, and it 
will continue to elevate it, provided that gentlemen like 


yourselves will aspire for the honours that await your 
| acceptance. 


(Hear, hear.) I know very well indeed 
that there are plenty of our professional brethren who 


are well qualified to be Examiners, and are in every way 


adapted to be admitted into the Council, and I am sorry 
that they have not the ambition to become Fellows 
as a stepping-stone to seats on the Council. He felt 
sure that Mr. Trigger would do credit to this Association, 
and he trusted that the members of this Association, as 
well as of the Midland Counties and of the Lancashire 
Associations, would give their vote in his favour. 

Mr. G. Cartrer.—I understood you to say, Mr, Greaves, 
that the Lancashire Association had withdrawn their 
support from Mr. Trigger. 

the ecmetaes 5 Gait Mr. Greaves to tell us what 
the Lancashire Association have done with regard - 
the matter. I see they have not nominated Mr. Trigger. 

Mr. Greaves.—It was the Midland Counties Associa 
tion that nominated him. The Lancashire Association 
consented along with the Yorkshire to support him. 

Mr. Carter—That was on the understanding - 
Mr. Trigger would support the abolition of the % 
Clause. — 

Mr. Greaves.—I believe the Lancashire Association 
are true to him and will support him. There is ne 
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change on the part of the Lancashire Association—no 
change that I have heard of. 

Professor WiLi1amMs.—Gentlemen, I know Mr. Trigger 
very well indeed, and a better man, | think, could not be 
returned to the Council. I certainly do not object to 
the dual appointment of members of the Council and of 
Examiners. [ am only surprised after what Mr. Greaves 
has said of Mr. Trigger to-day that he should ask you to 
yote for that gentleman for he has advocated matters 
which I cannot support, such as the abolition of the 
dual appointments. I think it is a good thing for the 
profession that men spending their time and their money 
by fulfilling their duties on the Council should have 
some hope of reward, no matter how small it may be, 
by becoming members of the Examining Board. That 
arrangement has not detracted from the eflicieney of the 
profession up to the present time. I see no objection 
whatever to the dual appointments. I have been a 
member of the Council for twenty years, and no doubt 
the expense it has been to me in attending the meetings, 
were the money in my pocket now would amount to 
nearly £1000. I have no hesitation in saying that 
would be the case. That expenditure has been purely 
and simply for the benefit of the profession at large. As 
a teacher [ am excluded from being an examiner, If | 
were not so excluded, I might, as an examiner, in some 
measure have recouped myself for the pecuniary outlay 
[have been at. The only objection to the existing sys- 
tem is that the examiners appoint themselves, but while 
on this branch of the subject I will say that [ never saw 
members of the Council vote for themselves. They 
always abstain from doing that. I will conclude by 
saying that Mr. Trigger is a good veterinary surgeon, 
but he appears to have at heart principles which [ cannot 
support for a single moment. 

Mr. G. Carter.—I don’t know whether the question 
of dual appointments is legitimately under consideration 
on this occasion, but as Mr. Greaves and Professor 
Williams have,spoken upon it, perhaps L may be allowed 
to say a few words on the subject also. I think myself, 
in reference to the disturbance which took place some 
years ago in Edinburgh, that it would have been better 
had the examiners not been members of the Council. 
(Hear, hear.) With regard to members of the Council 
receiving appointments as examiners as a means of 
recouping themselves for what expenses they have been 
put to, 1 do not agree with it. Gentlemen elected to 
the Council should not be led to expect anything but 
that they would have to defray the expenses out of their 
own pockets. Were I a member of the Council I should 
not expect to be rewarded by being appointed an 
examiner. The honours of the profession are so few 
that I think it a shame that one man should hold both 
these appointments. I feel very strongly on this point. 
[f any difficulty or doubt has arisen in reference to the 
Examining Board the Examining Board sit in judgment 
upon themselves. With reference to the position taken 
up by Mr. Trigger I must say I do not agree with the 
%th Clause being rescinded. I believe with Mr. Greaves 
that it has a tendency to induce members to obtain the 
Fellowship degree, and thus render themselves eligible 
to be members of the Council. I would not vote for 
rescinding it. If Mr. Trigger once said he could not 
vote for it, and has since retracted his promise I think 
this Association is justified in not supporting him in his 
candidature. 

The Prestpent.—The question is whether we support 
Mr. Trigger or we do not—whether under the altered 
crcumstances we should support him or not. 

Mr. Lopgr.—I beg to propose that we do not support 
Mr, Trigger, nor would I support any man who was not 
i favour of the repeal of the 9th Clause. When I had 
uy diploma conferred upon me it was a guarantee to me 
that I was entitled to every privilege and right apper- 





THE VETERINARY RECORD 619 


taining to the Royal College. (Hear, hear.) Since then 
a new regulation has been made and enforced, and the 
Fellowship degree has been introduced, and unless a 
man has that degree he cannot sit upon the Council. 
There are many members of the Royal College who are 
not Fellows, who | should like to see ineluded in the 
Council, and [am sure they would in’ that eapacity 
acquit themselves as well as some of those who are men 
bers of the Council at the present time. It is hard and 
unjust that any of us should be denied the privilege of 
being eligible for the Council; and L hope none of us 
will rest until the 9th Clause is rescinded 

Mr. BowMan seconded Mr. Lodge’s motion 

Mr. G. Carrer proposed, and Mr. Scorr seconded an 
amendment to the effect that it be left to the discretion 
of each individual whether he voted for Mr. Trigger or 
not, and this was carried. 

DATES OF MEETINGS, 

A deputation consisting of the President and the Hon. 
Secretary was appointed to attend the conferenee in 
London, to decide on the fixing of the dates for holding 
the meetings of the different Societies 

Professor WILLIAMS then gave an address on 


THE DISEASES OF DAIRY CATTLE, 
(This appeared im oon issue of last week. p. GOL) 


The Prestpent.— When LT say that | have experienced 
great pleasure and much benetit from listening to the 
address Professor Williams has been so good as to give 
us this afternoon, L feel sure Lam expressing the senti 
ments of you all. The lecture delivered to us this after- 
noon has been one which has taught me a very great 
deal in regard to the developement and symptons of 
tuberculosis and pleuro-pneumonia, That a certain 
amount of difficulty exists in detecting the difference 
between the two diseases is certain, With regard to the 
injustice of meat inspection as regards tuberculosis and 
milk fever, Professor Williams said it was the opinion of 
some people there should be a veterinary examination 
before death, and the veterinary surgeon would have to 
be responsible for his opinion, but he  (Professer 
Williams) had not stated whether the veterinary surgeon 
would be in the employ of the local authority or the 
butcher, or whether he or his employers would have to 
bear the cost of the compensation when necessary. 

Professor Wituiams.—The veterinary inspector would 
be appointed by the authorities to conduct the examina 
tions, and if he was wrong in his opinion he was not to 
be held responsible to the authorities. 

The Prestpent.—l think that is a very good solution 
indeed to the question, because if an authority employed 
a veterinary surgeon to examine beasts in the market 
before death, [ think that local autherity can pay if 
the inspector errs in the diagnosis, In Halifax we have 
had a good deal of trouble with this question, and our 
inspector seizes any animal however slightly «afflicted 
with tuberculosis or lymphadenoma, [ think no local 
authority should seize a carcase and order it to be 
destroyed until a microscopical examination be made, 
We are told by Professor McFadyean that it is a simple 
matter to detect tuberculosis or lymphadenoma, and he 
says the proportion of careases suffering from lympha 
denoma is very great indeed. [ should like now to ask 
you to take part in the discussion. The question is one 
which is occupying very much room in our daily papers 
and in our professional papers, and [ hope you will dis- 
cuss the various points raised by Professor Williams. 

Mr. Bowman.—I can assure you this paper has been 
of the greatest interest to me. In Leeds I am the 
veterinary inspector and probably I examine more car- 
cases than any other veterinary surgeon in the town, 
The medical officer of healtl. here stops all tubercular 
carcases, and I got orders the day before yesterday, | 
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yas tu give no more certificates with beasts that had 
suffered from milk fever. About ten days ago [ and 
another veterinary surgeon were called to examine a 
carcase of a beast that had died from milk fever. It 
weighed about 48 stone and was in every respect a beau- 
tiful carcase, and we gave a certificate for it, and what 
became of it I don’t know. Three or four days ago I 
examined another carcase at Bramley, and it was equally 
as good a carease as the other, and the beast had suffered 
from milk fever. It came into the Leeds shambles to 
I think, Mr. Thackeray, and the inspector saw it, and it 
yas stopped. The medical officer sent for me and he 
told me he had been in London in consultation with 
other medical officers of health, and they were of the 
same Opinion—that cattle that had suffered from milk 
fever were unfit for human food. I should like to hear 


| 


the opinions of the yarious iiembers present about this. | 


In a borough like Leeds we have many deaths from milk 
fever in a year, and it is a very serious thing for the 
milk dealers especially. [ think we ought to have a test 
case. Dr. Cameron, the medical officer for Leeds, says 
he is determined every carcase shall be stopped when the 
beast has suffered from milk fever. 

Mr. Lopar.—how did the medical officer know this 
beast had had milk fever / Did he see it in the carcase ! 

Mr. Bowman.—Most decidedly not. - 

Mr. Lopce.—You told him then it was a case of milk 
fever!) What was the reason the inspector—— 

Mr. Bowmin—Simply because the carcases are slaugh- 
tered in the cowhouse, and they have then to be ex- 
amined, and the butchers who get them to sell put them 
in the slaughter house for the inspector to see. 

Mr. Lopar.—I asked what he saw. 

Mr. Bowman.—He sent for me and said he would not 
accept any more. 

The Prestpent.—I acted for some time as inspector 
of meat at Halifax, and L have seen milk fever carcases 
hanging up against other carcases, and the one was 
healthy iooking as the other. 

Mr. Bowman.—Dr. Cameron gives it as his opinion 
that it is not a veterinary question at all. (A voice, 
“QOh.”) It is entirely a medical officer’s question. He 
contends he has the health of the public to protect, and 
he considers that a veterinary surgeon has nothing what- 
ever to do with giving certificates for carcases. 

Mr. Mason.—I went as one of a small deputation to 
meet the medical ofticer. We approached him, desiring 
to know what we were to do in this question and what 
his views were. He not only said he would not have 
milk fever carcases, but he maintained it was purely a 
blood disease. I was not the veterinary inspector of the 
Borough, so I scarcely said anything, but when he told 


us that, | thought it was about time to retire. I did 
not know it was a bleod disease. He said he would 
have nothing to do with these carcases whatever. This 


gentleman ignores our certificates altogether. I will not 
examine a carcase at all now. (Hear, hear.) I have 
refused to examine them. 
self. For the half-guinea fee we get for an examination 
[ won’t submit to be examined and cross-examined by 
meat inspectors and medical oflicers. 


as | 
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is an important one. I have had a number of cases of 
milk fever, and I have treated them in various ways, and 
I must say in some cases I think it would have been 
better both for the medical attendant and the animal if 
it had been destroyed at once. I don’t think it is a 
blood disease, and: I believe that in a case of parturient 
apoplexy pure and simple the carcases would be fit for 
human food. 

Mr. Greaves.—Professor Williams seems to have 
dived very deeply into this matter, aud there is great 
credit due to him for his labour, and the knowledge he 
conveys. 

Mr. Sprtnuman.—I have a _ recollection of a certain 
bull, and all the calves he got had tuberculosis. I could 
take you to 20 that had the symptoms for months, 
and now to any ordinary observer they are apparently 
free. There are from 12 to 14 living to-day from 12 to 
14 months old, and they have no cough at all. 

Professor WiiiiamMs.—You have a tubercular father 
and perhaps a tubercular mother. The same thing 
obtains in the human family. _ Children are promising, 
fair and healthy up to the time they reach maturity, 
when you will often hear of a young girl, beautiful as an 
angel; or a young man with all the first flush of youth, 
falling away with consumption. The hereditary taint is 
still there. [ can’t for one single moment see through 
the possibility of the organism of tuberculosis, small as 
it is, being passed from mother to offspring. It isa 
solid body, and I can only imagine that the fluid is 
absorbed from the mother in the vessels of the offspring. 
I can’t see how a solid body can pass through. The case 
mentioned by Mr. Spillman is an exceptional one and | 
don’t think his experience is conclusive. Take the 
“ Bates”? blood for instance, you will find as a rule the 
cows will give birth to about two calves and then present 
symptoms of tuberculosis. They have been tubercular 
the whole of their lives, but they have lived on to all 
appearance until that period of life. The disease has 
been there all along but it has’nt developed until a cer- 


tain period of life. 


| told Mr. Bowman so my- | 


I think it is time | 


we had a veterinary medical officer, and the sooner we | 


have one the better. (Hear, hear. 

Mr. PickErtnG.—I would like to say that the different 
symptoms Professor Williams has given us are some of 
the best that I have read or heard, 


young animals, such as calves or pigs consuming the 
milk from animals affected with tuberculosis would soon 
become affected. With regard to the meat of animals 
affected with tuberculosis, I think if the disease is 
localised, the meat would not be injurious. I was glad 


to hear from Professor Williams that the disease of con- 
sumption is on the decrease. The question of milk fever 


With regard to | 
tuberculosis no doubt it is a specific disease, and any 





Mr. Lovee.—I should like to ask Professor Williams 
if he does’nt think it possible for the germ of the disease 
of tuberculosis, or in other diseases to be carried from 
the fcetal circulation in embryo. 

Professor Wrii1amMs.—I would not like to commit my- 
self upon this point. That may be possible,—it is an 
extreme sort of thing. I can’t conceive how a solid can 
pass myself. There is as it were powers of selection. 

Mr. CLarkson proposed a vote of thanks to Professor 
Williams for his able address and his most instructive 
paper. (Applause). 

Mr. Greaves seconded this 
acclamation. 

Professor WILLIAMS in reply said it has been a source 
of pleasure to me to be here to-day. There is one thing 
strikes me forcibly, that is that au injustice is inflicted 
upon the public by selling inferior meat at tip-top prices. 
There are cases in which a butcher offers £6 or £7 for 
a “questionable ” carcass, worth if it had not died from 
pleuro-pneumonia or some such disease, £16 or tli. 
Then the butcher changes his mind and says “ I'll give 
you 15/- the price of the skin and if you don't take that 
I'll report you.”’” Sometimes they got the carcass at that 
price and sold it at from 8d. to1/2 per lb. That intlicts 
an injustice on the buyer of the meat, and I have 
thought if it would be just to license people to sell ad 
mittedly inferior meat. The public would know that 
this meat was doubtful, but there would be plenty of 
poor people to buy it, and I maintain that the meat 
would not be injurious to public health. By condemn- 
ing the thousands and thousands of carcases as We = 
now doing, when meat is so dear, I think we re af 
barring the poor classes of an article of food, which : rey 
would gladly buy, if they could get it at lower price® 


and it was carried by 
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Medical officers condemn carcasses without any proof, 
whatever. I have never been more pleased than in 
listening to what has been said here. We are going dis- 
interestedly against our own interests. We want to do 
the best for the man who has a cow suffering but fit for 
human food,and we advise him to sell her, in the in- 
terests of the people who can’t afford to lose good meat. 
Instead of treating the beasts for the disease we advise 
them, in the interests of everybody but ourselves, to kill 
her. Iam proud to-day that the profession has ex- 
pressed itself as it has. I think it speaks volumes for 
our disinterestedness in this matter. (Applause). 


A NEW DEFENCE SOCIETY, 
The PREsIvENT said many of them felt the want of a 


society that could take them in its arms without any | 
high or excessive entrance fee, and they also considered | 
that the entrance fee charged by the old Defence Society | 


was one which it was hardly entitled to charge—inas- 
much as it was not the fee which was originally agreed 
upon—it was not so much at first; and moreover the 
argument in favour of a high charge of that kind could 
not hold water, because those who had been members 
from the beginning had been under the wings of the 
Society ever since, and had had as much benefit as those 
who only joined very recently. In the next place, they 
objected to the secondary deposit of £5; and the third 
ground they took in opposition to the old Society was 
that it had been dubbed a “ settling” society, and they 
felt it was advisable to form an independent society. It 
was proposed to entitle this new departure, “ The York- 
shire and General Voluntary Defence Society,’ the 
officers of which should be a President, a Vice-President, 
a Treasurer, a Secretary, and an Executive Committee 
of twelve veterinary surgeons. While thus introducing 
the subject, he asked to be allowed to draw attention to 
the case of a veterinary surgeon of Halifax, named 
Walker, who was « member of long-standing in the old 
Defence Society, and who had been lately charged by 
the R.P.C.A. in conjunction with other people that he 
had cruelly ill-treated an animal. Mr. Walker had 
appealed to the Defence Society to which he belonged 
for assistance, and the reply he got was, “ No, we cannot 
help you because we should be defending persons who 
are not members,’’ meaning he (the President) supposed 
Mr. Walker’s clients. The same Society would, he sup- 
posed, defend a veterinary surgeon whose blacksmith 
had pricked a horse, and if so he did not see why there 
should be the refusal to hold out a helping hand to Mr. 
Walker in the difficult position in which he had found 
himself placed. Now, he thought it would be well 
before proceeding to the election of officers to state that 
in this new Defence Society it was not proposed to 
include injuries done while shoeing horses because it 
was considered that that was not a veterinary operation 
in any sense. The entrance fee, it was suggested, should 
be £1 1s., and the annual subscription 10s. 6d., and no 
member to become a beneficiare until he had been a 
member three months at least. This latter stipulation 
would prevent a man who saw danger ahead rushing 
into the arms of the Society simply because he wanted a 
way of escape from some misfortune which threatened 
him. Of course the Society would not be overwhelmed 
with funds for some time to come, nevertheless it was 
intended to render help to any unfortunate practitioner 
who was entitled to it as far as the funds at the time 
would admit of. He invited the expression of opinion 
by others on this subject. 

Mr. Picker1Ne thought it would be generally acknowled- 
ged that it was extremely desirable that every practitioner 
who practised for himself should be a member of some 
society of this description. They all had heard or read 
of the celebrated case of which a veterinary surgeon had 
been sued for giving a wrong opinion. 
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Not only had | 


| they heard ofthat one remarkable case but, several others 
had occurred within the last two or three months which 
must have forced upon them serious reflections as to the 
nature and extent of their liabilities in respect of sur- 
gical operations. A man who had practised carefully and 
conscientiously and successfully for a number of years 
might in some unfortunate case have conducted an 
operation without the satisfactory result which had been 
usual with him, although there had been no lack of eare 
or skill, and such a practitioner had had to stand the 
brunt of an action at law to recover the price of the 
animal, Insuch a case how important it was that there 
should be more organization such as this was to be to 
give him its support and influence.” With reference to 
the entrance fee of £5 demanded in the old Society 
doubtless it was far too much. He had mentioned this 
subject at the last meeting of the South Durham and 
North Yorkshire, and most of those who were pres 
‘ent agreed to become members of this new Defence 
Society. (Hear, hear. Of coure that was on the under- 
standing that it would be a thorough going means of 
defence, and not an ageney for merely settling or com. 
promising disputes. (Hear, hear), It was intended that 
a fresh election of ofticers should take place every two 
years, and it would be laid down as an indispensable re 
quirement that every one invoking the aid of the Society 
should communicate to the President all information as 
to the case that was likely to be inquired into. — If it 
should happen, for instance to be a complaint with re 
gard to the examination of a horse, or one in which an 
action at law was pending because of an alleged want of 
skill in performing an operation, then if it was evident 
that the V.S. had acted in a straightforward and honour 
able manner and had performed an operation, or 
examined a horse to the best of his ability, then the 
Committee would be called together for the purpose of 
giving him the best advice and assistance in their power, 
and of course if the case was a suitable one to defend in 
court, it would be defended. If a member was liable for 
£80, and there was only €20 in the Treasurer’s hands he 
(Mr. Pickering) then should say that his professional 
brethren would give their services at the trial without 
fee or reward for the purpose of seeing that justice was 
done in the matter. 

Mr. G. BowMay said he was in favour of forming this 
new Defence Society. He once intended to become a 
member of the old Society, but when he got the rules 
he saw that they need not help him at all unless they 
liked. It seemed to him that he should be in no better 
position than if he was not a member. 

Mr. Greaves.—bBefore it was decided to form a new 
Defence Society, asked to be permitted to make a few 
observations on the position and operations of the old 
society. He thanked those many Yorkshire Veterinary 
Surgeons (some of whom were now deceased) for having 
supported the old society in its early days. . He did not 
think during all its career that the old society had, not 
in a single case, been asked to assist or to advise, but 
that the complaint had been entertained, — They had 
been twitted asa “settling society and nothing more, 
but he asked for permission to explain how the expedient 
of settling had come about. In one case a Veterinary 
Surgeon got into trouble through having passed a horse 
as 7 years old when it was only 4. The gentleman who 
had bought the horse found it was unable to do the work 
he wanted it for, and an action-at-law was commenced 
by him. At that time the society had no rule to the 
effect that in such cases an interview should, if possible, 
be had with the piaintifl. They then could only consult 
the defendant. The President of the society, two mem 
bers from Leeds and another member from Manchester, 
wended their way to where the horse was, examined him 
and found that he really was only 4 years old. Evi 
dently the Veterinary Surgeon had been in error, but 
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those representing the society did the best they could 
for the defendant. When it came on for trial Professor 
Williams, the late Mr. Cuthbert (Leeds), himself (Mr. 
Greaves) and others went into the witness-box to show 
that the appearances of horses’ mouths varied at certain 
ages. But the case was lost and it cost £99 18s. 


owner or purchaser of the horse met Mr. Taylor, one of 
the defendant’s professional witnesses, after the trial ; 
he said “I was in my office during the whole of the time 
that the Veterinary Surgeons came to examine the horse ; 


[ expected they would have asked to have a conversation | 


with me; if they had and admitted that their young 


friend was wrong that would have settled the case; [| 


would not have allowed you to pay a penny of my ex- 
penses, and [ would not have asked you to pay me a 
shilling of the loss in the price of the horse.’ Unfortu- 
nately no such interview tovk;place with that gentleman ; 
the society stuck to its principles and it cost it £99. 
Since then the society had had many opportunities and 
had adopted the practice of seeing the plaintiff, not 
only in Birmingham, but also in Liverpool and in Lon- 
don. In some cases where Veterinary Surgeons had been 
sued for £60 or £70, the society’s representatives had 


seen the plaintiffs, had been well received, and had mat- | 
ters explained fully, and instead of it having cost them , 
£99 they have effected a settlement for between £5 and | 


£6 to the satisfaction of all parties concerned. (Hear, 
hear). Was it not better, then, to settle these cases, and 
to let the Veterinary Surgeon keep his client on his books, 
than to run the risk of having to pay nearly €100. The 
old society had existed for 25 years, and its Committee 
had had many cases to deal with, and experieuce showed 
that they were right iu trying to settle cases honourably 
and thoroughly. No doubt if the new Defence Society 
was established they would find many cases in which it 
would be far better to be a settling society rather than a 
fighting society. (Hear, hear). With reference to the 
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Now| 
what he (Mr, Greaves) was driving at was this :—The | 
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| 
_we shall look to the introduction of new blood, and we 
should like the rules and regulations very much re- 
modelled. They can only help us to the extent of £100, 
and that does not go very far in law. 
| Professor Wiiu1ams.—It may be possible for the 
parent society to consider whether it would be advisable 
to admit a veterinary society bodily to membership by 

[ have been all along 
I think every man should 


} 


| the payment of a certain sum. 
_ opposed to defence societies. 

stand upon his own merits. 1 have had troubles as well 
as other people but [have met them boldly. For 25 
years [ have been opposed to this Defence Society, but 
if there is to bea defence, let it bea national one, (Hear). 

Mr. Greaves.—Mr. Mason is wrong, if the case went 
up to £509 or £1000, we should defend it. Our rules say 
that any member can be called upon for his quota in 
case of necessity. With regard to this proposed new 
society, I think the old society with its 20 or 30 mem- 
bers can take as good a view of every case brought before 
them as you can do. If on careful consideration and 
examination we discover a case that will not stand on 
its own bottom, we don’t desert the man,we say “ we will 
do our best to settle it between you and the plaintiff” 
| It is far better to have “ settling ”’ than fighting. 

The Prestpent.—After the explanation given by Mr. 
Greaves, and the half promise given to meet us, I think 
it would be as well to delay (Hear, hear)—I don’t say 
withdraw—the formation of this society until the next 
meeting in July. I think, perhaps, it would be as well 
to ask Mr. Greaves to lay before the old society the 
views which he has heard expressed this afternoon. We 
| think the £5 entrance fee is too much, and that the £5 
| which a man is asked to pay as earnest of his good faith 
| is too much. 
| On the motion of Mr. Snarry, seconded by Mr. 
| Pickering, a hearty vote of thanks was accorded the 
| Chairman, and the proceedings terminated. 

W. F. Greennaren, Hon. Sec, 


| 


£5 entrance fee he might inform them that it was only €1 at | 


the beginning. Three or four months ago it was con- 


sidered that they were in a good financial position—that | 


in fact they had £540 in hand and it was therefore de- 
cided to advance the entrance fee to £5. 


Now after | 
mature reflection he (Mr. Greaves) had come to the con- | 
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clusion that that was a wrong step, and it was very likely | 


He 


that before long that mistake would be remedied. 


would not say whether it would be altered to €1 or to. 


£3, but it would be altered to one or the other. They of 
the old society would be sorry if they found an inter- 
ruption to their work. Very likely if the members of 
this Yorkshire Association would wait until the next 
meeting of the oid society, a month or two hence, they 
would find that the entrance fee had been reduced. (Hear, 
hear). So far he had seen no reason for saying that the 
old society had not performed its duty or that it had 
failed in making out the ends for which it was brought 
into existence. In every case they had done their best 
honourably and fairly to arrange matters to the greatest 
advantage, and if a new society was formed those who 
conducted would soon find that they could only advan- 
tageously work in the lines laid down by the defensive 
institution already in existence. (Applause). 

The PrEestpeENT.— What about Mr. Walker’s case / 

Mr. Greaves.—lf we had consented to defend him we 
we should have had a row about our ears, by other mem- 
bers asking “ Why do you defend men who are not 
members.’ We can only support those who are members. 

Mr. Mason.—I have listened to Mr. Greaves with 
pleasure, and I think we might wait until we see what 
the old association does. We will keep this Yorkshire 


Association before our eyes, but we will listen to them. 
The Veterinary Profession is one of the smallest pro- 
fessions in existence,and consequently one which cannot 
afford to be divided. When they give us a smaller fee, 


The Seventh General Annual Meeting of this Asso- 
ciation was recently held at the Half-moon Hotel, Exeter. 
| Mr. J. P. Heath in the chair, there were also present 

Messrs. J. A. Collings, Exeter ; C. Parsons, Launceston ; 
| (Vice- Presidents) H. P. Chase, Tiverton ; C. H. Golledge, 

Sherborne; W.H. Bloye, Plymouth; A. C. Stewart, 
| Cardiff ; W. B. Nelder, Tavistock ; A. H. Oliver, Devon- 
port; W. Penhale, Holsworthy; R. E. Penhale, Hath- 
erleigh ; J. Marshall. Paignton ; and the Secretary. 
| The minutes of the last meeting were read and con- 
‘firmed, Letters and telegrams of apology regretting 
inability to attend were received from Messrs. H. J 
| Thomas (President), W. Roach, F. J. Harvey, E. BR. 
‘Smith, T. Olver, J. A. Penhale, and Prof. Penberthy. 
| The Secretary in his Annual Report congratulated 
| the Association on its increase of membership and the 
excellent feeling and neighbourly spirit which prevailed 
among its members, he said in view of recent legal ac- 
tions and decisions the need of the support of our 
brethren is more than ever necessary, and it is hoped 
that when possible in cases of dispute in the examina- 
tion of horses we may endeavour to arrive at an honest 
opinion, and, if possible support each others opimions, 
but wherever there is a doubtful case far better express 
it as such, than to arrive at what may be a misleading 
decision, to the damage of our brother practitioners 


reputation and pocket. 
Mr. Parsons said in view of what had recently taken 
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place the examination fee should be raised in order to 


cover the risks. 


The TREASURER presented an encouraging financial | 


statement. Mr. Parsons proposed and Mr. Heath 
seconded that Mr. 8. Burton of Torquay should be Presi- 
dent for the ensuing year. Messrs. Thomas, Collings, 
Heath, Olver and Parsons were elected Vice- Presidents. 
Messrs. W. Penhale, and W. H. Bloye, Hon. See. and 
Hon. Treasurer. Messrs. Collings and Thomas, Dinner 
Stewards. A very hearty vote of thanks was accorded 
Mr. Thomas for his very able conduct in the chair during 
the last year. 

Mr. STEWART gave his observations on a horse that 
had been operated on for roaring by Dr. Fleming’s 
method, and said the horse made as much sound after as 
before the operation, and it had produced no beneticial 
effect whatever. 

Mr. Hearn then called on Mr. Stewart to read his 
paper on Parturient Apoplexy, which paper was most 
instructive and interesting and gave rise to a good 
discussion, 

Mr. Heatu thought a large number of cases were 
due to derangement of the stomach similar to stomach 
staggers, and not to parturient apoplexy which he con- 
sidered was rather rare. When the disease was due to 
derangement there was a good chance of recovery, but 
in true ‘parturient apoplexy’ the cases were always 
serious. He said he was of opinion that the juices of 
the stomach got displaced by the throes of the animal 
during parturition and so set up the disease. <A saline 
aperient with nux vomica and bleeding from the mouth 
he had found good remedies ; yeast will also make the 
stomach act quickly. 

Mr. GoLLepGEe said he should like to hear a little 
from those present on the Fatty Degeneration theory 
which had been advarced by Prof. Penberthy and others ; 
that heifers were not liable to parturient apoplexy went 
somewhat to support the fatty degeneration theory. — It 
was remarkable there was no rise of temperature nor 
febrile symptoms in this disease. He thought Mr. 
Heath’s idea of displacement of the gastric juice was upset 
by the fact that the disease rarely or never occurred 
where there was protracted labour. 

Mr. OLver said he had tried different remedies and 
treatment for this disease, but, he did not know that 
there was any special method that would answer. He 
believed the best plan was to blister the poll and give 
stimulants, but the cases of recovery were more a matter 
of luck than anything else. 

Mr. Bioye considered that anti-parturient apoplexy 
completely destroyed the theory Mr. Heath had advanced, 
he had tried electricity and various nerve tonics but 
with very uncertain results, a great many will die and a 
few recover. He did not think that the meat of a cow 
slaughtered whilst suffering from parturient apoplexy 
should be sold to the innocent buyer as sound food. 

Mr. Parsons would not recommend bleeding, saline 
purgatives, or stimulants. The plan he had found most 
successful was to give nux vomica in treacle every few 
hours, to clothe the animal warmly, and keep her lying 
on her sternum as much as possible to obviate the 
tympany. : 

Mr. PenwaLe said a cow usually shewed the first 
‘symptoms of parturient apoplexy after eating a hearty 
meal, shewing that the disease was in some way con- 
nected with derangement of the stomach. He did not | 
think it had any connection with micro-organisms. The | 
fatty degeneration theory was supported by the fact that | 
the cows most liable were those which yielded large quan- 
tities of cream and butter. In such animals there was a | 
predisposition to fatty degeneration, but if the vessels 
of the brain were ruptured through degeneration it was | 
lifficult to account for so many cases of recovery. Saline 
purgatives, according to his experience increased the | 
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fatality, he thought it unwise to irritate the animal by 
setons, blisters or mustard to the back. He congratu 
lated the essayist on his carefully written paper and said 
he had proved himself to be a very close observer of the 
symptoms of the disease. 

Mr. Cuase said that owing to paralysis of the pharynx 
a large number of cows were killed by being drenched 
when unable to swallow, the best way to administer 
medicine was through a canula in the Rumen. He did 
not think the meat of » cow slaughtered while sutlering 
from this disease should be always regarded as un- 
Wholesome food, , ’ 

After an exhaustive reply from “Mr. Stewart, he was 
heartily and unanimously thanked for his very able and 
interesting paper. 

The members then dined together and an enjoyable 
evening was spent, 

It was resolved to hold the next meeting at Plymouth 
in September. 

Wa. Pennann, Hon. See, 


REVIEW. 


THE CHEMISTRY OF RESPIRATION 
IN HORSES DURING REST AND WORK, 


So much of the time of average practitioners is 
taken up with the struggle for existence that but 
little can be devoted to scientific research and there- 
fore we should heartily encourage all investigations 
of svience for science sake. Mor three years Prof, 
F. Smith, of the Army Vety. School, Aldershot, has 
been studying the chemical and physical phenomena 
of respiration in the horse, anc his work has now 
come before the Royal Society. 

He uses an air-tight muzzle connected by flexible 
tubes with a receiver and air meter, and having 
allowed the horse to complete a certain number of 
respirations he measures the volume of air imspired 
and afterwards subjects a sample to analysis, A 
great number of experiments have been made, and 


the relative quantities of oxygen inspired and CO, 


given off at various paces determined, The oxygen 
is absorbed by passing through an alkaline solution 
of pyrogallol and CO, by caustic potash, — Fol- 
lowing these methods some very interesting results 
have been arrived at, and it has been shown that 
during repose an ordinary horse gives off about 1-02 


‘eubic feet of CO, containing nearly 2oz. troy of 


carbon while he absorbs about 1-5 cubic feet of 
oxygen. Like urea, the CO, is not entirely excreted 
during exertion but the proportion continues to fall 
in the succeeding period of repose. . Space prevents 
a lengthened notice of these instructive data, but we 
recommend the reader to peruse for himself Prof. 
Smith’s Monograph. 


The Cuemistry os Respmarion is Horses Dvnine Resr 
By Frev Sairu, M.R.C.V.S., F.1.C., Army 


anp Work: ' 
Professor, Army Veterinary 


Veterinary Department. 
School, Aldershot. 


We hope next week to publish the result of the Examina- 
tions just held at Red Lion Square. The final Practical 
Examination was only completed on Thursday. 
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EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


National Examination and Registration of Farriers 
or Shoeing Smiths. 

A Scheme for the National 
Registration of Farriers or Shoeing Smiths has 
recently been prepared by the Worshipful Company 
of Farriers and approved in Conference by rep- 
resentatives of the Royal Agricultural 
Kugland, and the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons. 
the Scheme has 


been fixed 


tlemen. 


Seeing the good which is likely to accrue, both | 


P 


to the men practising the art and the horses them- 
selves, it is to be hoped that the Scheme will meet 
If the promises of 
support already received are an_ indication of the 
future, the promoters may look forward with con- 


with the success it deserves. 


fidence to the success of the movement. 


A Government Inquiry on Tuberculosis. 
Replying to a question on the subject of tnber. 


dangerous as, human food. 


of the public. 


Breeding out Hereditary Disease. 


In an admirably written report of the late Shire 
Horse Show, Mr. Sanders Spencer, the official re- 
porter, says:—‘'The diminution in the number of | 
Shire horses suffering from hereditary diseases is 
I] well remember an occurrence 
which took place some years since at a London 
The judges selected ten horses to be sent out 
for veterinary inspection in the hope. vain though it 
proved to be, that at least half of them would be 
again found in the ring with certificates of sound- | 
ness, sothat no difficulty would arise in securing | 
sufficient sound animals to which they could award | 
Not so, | 


simply marvellous. 


show. 


the three prizes and the reserved number. 


rosettes might find new owners. 


incident with one which took place at the recent 
show, when twenty-six animals in one class—that 
for three-year-old stallions—were sent out, and 
of them returned into the ring with certificates of 
freedom from hereditary diseases. 


Examination and | 


Society of 


A meeting in furtherance of the objects of 
to take place at the 
Mansion House, on Monday the 2nd June next, at | 
3 pan, when the Rt. Hon. the Lord Mayor will | 
preside, supported by several Noblemen and Gen- | 


I 7 ‘ ““"* | by the profession of their claim to distinction. 
culosis last week, Mr. Chaplin said the first thing | 
to be done was to obtain an authoritative opinion as | 
to how far, and at what stages of the disease, meat | 
derived from tuberculous animals was unfit for, and 
As this was a question 
which primarily affected the public health. he had | 
had a consultation with the President of the Local 
Government Board, and a scientific inquiry into 
the question would now be instituted without delay. 
It is to be hoped that the scientific inquiry will he. 
sufficiently exhaustive, and the inquirers sufficiently 
competent and unbiassed to command the confidence | 


_and expediency than upon principle. 


| vinegar to a salad containing oil and sugar, and harmless 
however, and the stewards actually were compelled | green stuffs. 
tu seek in the boxes for other horses to be sent out | and the strength of combined societies. 
for examination, in order that the four winning 
Compare that 


al] | their diplomas. } . 
,enthusiasm, or desire for progress. or, in fact, of aD! 


This too, at an 


age when the chief of those ailments would have 


developed themselves, but which are not always 
so apparent in yearlings, or even in two-year-olds, 
Most of the other classes at the 1890 London Show 
would turnish equally strong evidence of the im- 
measurable benefits arising from the strict enforce- 
ment of a rule which at first was by no means 


favourably viewed, and, to the surprise of Shire 


horse breeders, is not even yet adopted by some 
other Societies.’—-Lire Stock Journal. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


VICE-PRESIDENTS. 


Sir.—If perchance any members of Council read the 
Record, these few remarks may gain their attention. Even 


if only the rank and file notice my suggestions I shall not 


have altogether written for nothing. 
We have just elected six gentlemen from amongst us to 


| act as Councillors, and the Council will soon select six more 


to act as Vice-Presidents. The Council may by their 


_ choice very largely affect the work of the coming year, they 


have a great power in this selection, and they ought to use 


| it carefully, and not against the wishes of the profession. 


They ought not, year after year, to admit men on their 
body who have tried and tailed to obtain any recognition 
As half 
the profession, at least, object to dual appointments it is 
improper and against good taste to select for a vice-president 
any man who is also an examiner. 

I ask the Council to show some independent spirit this 
year, and not to re-appoint any man as vice-president who 
has held the office before, nor anyone who has been rejected 
by electoral body. 

There are plenty of good men and true who have not yet 
had a chance, and who would do their duty and be heartily 
welcomed by the general practitioner. 

I ask the profession to critically note the coming election 
by the Council of vice-presidents.— Yours obediently, 

A Common Soxpier. 


THE NEWLY-ELECTED . COUNCILMEN. 
Dear Sirn.—In a recent issue of the Veterinary Record you 
said—I forget the exact words—that after the election we 
should be able to form some estimate of the ideas of the 
electors by observing their choice of men. Well, Sir, the 
six elected names are before us, and what do they show’ 
Only the old, old story that all men have a good deai of 
human nature,in them, and vote more upon common-sense 
It cannot possibly be 
said that the men who elected Sir F. Fitzwygram and Si! 
H. Simpson also elected Messrs. Hunting and Trigger with 
the same idea. No, the two titled men were elected for 


what they have done, and for the position they hold- 
because we think it is good to have some heavy-weights on 


our body of representatives, no matter what their views of 
Charters, or Clauses, or Pluralities may be. Then you 
yourself, Sir, were elected from very mixed motives—poss!- 
bly on the same principle as that which guides us in adding 


Then Mr. Trigger represents organisation, 
Mr. Barford is 
essentially the representative of respectability and quel 
common-sense—two qualities quite as necessary in a Cou: 
cilman as opinions on Charters and Clauses. Professor 
Penberthy represents science, and the natural gratitude of 
some hundreds of young men whom he helped to cram fol 
I fail to find in the result any siga ° 


special feeling unless possibly —the recognition — 
G.HS 











